King Country Express
Journey to the Heart of the King Country by Rail
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Experience the King Country by rail on
your very own exclusive Heritage Train!
Departing:

Wednesday, 14th October 2020
Journey Highlights Include:



Hamilton



Te Awamutu

Exclusive Heritage Train

Waiteti Viaduct



Otorohanga

Poro-o-Tarao Tunnel

Ongarue River Valley



Te Kuiti

Historic Taumarunui

Lavender Gardens

This Journey is brought to you by Glenbrook Scenic Rail —
A division of the Glenbrook Vintage Railway Charitable Trust Board

King Country Express
Relax and enjoy a leisurely day out in convivial company travelling on your
very own exclusive heritage train to the heart of the King Country.
Sit back, relax and enjoy the company of friends or family as you depart Hamilton,
or intermediate stations, and head deep into the heart of the King Country.
Your journey starts as you are greeted by one of our friendly hosts before the train
smoothly sets off on along the famed North Island Main Trunk.
As we depart Hamilton, your journey passes through the fertile farmlands of south
Waikato, crossing many rivers and passing several volcanos, including Mt Kakepuku
along the way.

Departing Te Kuiti, we begin our steep climb up to Poro-o-Tarao tunnel. As you
enjoy your complimentary light refreshments, you will experience crossing the
Waiteti Viaduct, which was completed in 1889 and sits 35 meters above ground,
whilst continuing to climb steep grades past rock faces and pine forests where we
reach the Poro-o-Tarao tunnel, and the summit of our journey at 339 metres above
sea level.
From Poro-o-Tarao, we descend through the township of Waimiha before reaching
the Ongarue river valley, passing through settlements along the way as the Ongarue
River guides us into Taumarunui.
At Taumarunui, you have two options;
Option 1. Transfer onto your awaiting bus and journey 15km out of town to
Lauren’s Lavender Gardens. Here you will enjoy a lunch of ham on the bone with
salads, followed by a dessert and topped off with tea, coffee or juice. After lunch,
view the beautifully tranquil lavender gardens and country setting, although the
lavender may still be hibernating for the season. Visit the shop where you can buy
bodycare products or artwork.
Price: $40pp—includes bus transfers and lunch at Laurens Lavender Garden.
OR
Option 2. Enjoy a stroll along the historical main street during our two hour
layover. Inspect the wares from the various local stores/museum and enjoy a lunch
at one of the town’s Cafés.
Price: At your own cost.
A 2pm we will say good bye to Taumarunui and depart heading north. As we
retrace our steps back to Hamilton, share your highlights with friends onboard
whilst enjoying complimentary light refreshments. In the mid afternoon sunlight,
watch the dairy cows head to their milking sheds and relax as you watch the
commuters begin to head home as we approach the city again. We are scheduled
to glide into Hamilton at 5pm where we will say goodbye, and hope that you have
enjoyed your journey with us.

GVR Scenic Rail

Timetable:
Outward Journey

Inward Journey

Hamilton

dep. 8.50am

Taumarunui

dep. 2.00pm

Te Awamutu

dep. 9.15am

Te Kuiti

arr.

3.30pm

Otorohanga

dep. 10.10am

Otorohanga

arr.

3.55pm

Te Kuiti

dep. 10.30am

Te Awamutu

arr.

4.23pm

Taumarunui

arr.

Hamilton

arr.

5.05pm

12.05pm

BOOKING FORM—Trip No.G2002

Booking Ref:

KING COUNTRY EXPRESS—Wednesday 14th October 2020
By completing this booking form, I acknowledge that I have read and accept the “Conditions of Travel”, contained on page 4, outlined in
the brochure on behalf of myself and other passengers for whom this reservation/booking is made.

No. of Passengers: (ages 2 to 99)

Return Train Journey to Taumarunui

$75pp = $

OPTIONS:
Option 1: Lauren’s Lavender Garden visit and Lunch (includes bus transfers to and from Taumarunui).
No. of Passengers: (ages 2 to 99)

Lauren’s Lavender Gardens & Lunch

$40pp = $

Option 2: Explore Taumarunui—Free time in Taumarunui to explore the town at your own leisure.
No. of Passengers: (ages 2 to 99)

Explore Taumarunui

FREE

=$

Grant Total Payable = $

Boarding Location—(tick applicable box for your boarding location)
Hamilton

Te Awamutu

Otorohanga

Te Kuiti

BOOKING DETAILS:
First Name:

Surname:

Address:
Town/City:

Post Code:

Home Ph:

Mobile Ph:

Email:

Signature:

PAYMENT METHOD:
Please choose from one of the following two options. In both cases, PLEASE SCAN and RETURN by email, your completed
booking form to: bookings@gvr.org.nz

BANK TRANSFER:

CREDIT CARD:

Direct Bank Transfer to:

Please debit my card:

VISA

MASTER CARD

(circle one)

GVR’s ASB Bank Account # 12 3028 0561217 00
In the “details” section, please show the following:
Particulars:

(your) Surname

Code: G2002

Reference: KCEX

Expiry Date:

Amount:

Name on Card:

GVR Scenic Rail

Conditions of Booking and Travel
By completing and signing the attached Booking Form relating to “The King Country Express” and requesting that a booking be
made on the basis of this brochure and related itineraries, intending passengers acknowledge and agree that when their booking
is accepted by the Glenbrook Vintage Railway Charitable Trust Board [‘GVR’] they, and all passengers included in their group
covered by the booking are bound by GVR’s Conditions of Booking and Travel as follows:
•

The Glenbrook Vintage Railway Charitable Trust Board [‘GVR’], The Railway Enthusiasts’ Society (Inc), [‘RES’] and all owners,
employees and operators of any locomotives, carriages and ancillary vehicles, road coaches, ships or other equipment used
on or in connection with this Excursion accept no responsibility for injury, medical expenses, loss or damage howsoever
caused and whether insured or not, to passengers or their belongings travelling on any segment of this Excursion, including
consequential claims or expenses.

•

The GVR reserves the right to substitute the form and types of motive power that its Officers in their absolute discretion
determine to be necessary, subject to availability and mechanical condition, and to vary schedules, including departure and
arrival times and places, as may be required to meet operating requirements.

•

The GVR accepts no responsibility for any consequences of late running or varied schedules, including missed connections,
however efforts will be made to keep passengers informed of any such changes or variations, the reasons for them, and steps
being taken to meet passengers’ reasonable expectations.

•

Each booking will only be accepted if the full fare(s) is paid when submitting the booking form.

•

Subject to the ‘Covid-19’ Clause below no refunds of any part or all of any deposits or monies paid will be made if the refund
request is received by the GVR within 10 working days prior to the departure date, or if for whatever reason passengers do
not utilise the included tour arrangements.

•

No refunds of fares paid or any other form of recompense will be given as a result of any person missing any aircraft, coach,
train, riverboat etc on these Excursions and for whatever reason.

•

No refunds of fares paid will be made in the event of breakdown en route, or the unavailability of the advertised means of
conveyance.

•

The same limitations on luggage size, quantities and weights as are applied by airlines for normal economy class travel apply
to passengers travelling on these Excursions.

•

Passengers will be responsible for their own luggage and possessions at all times, including moving these items to and from
road vehicles, coaches, trains, hotel rooms, boats and airports.

•

Passengers with disabilities requiring nursing or special attention must arrange for a companion attendant to travel with
them. GVR Officers and other passengers must not and cannot be expected to undertake such responsibilities on a continuing
basis.

•

All the standard Conditions of Carriage/Accommodation/Service applied by airlines, railway operators, hotels, coach,
riverboat and other service providers engaged by the GVR to provide passengers with services on these Excursions will apply
to all passengers.

Covid-19 Exception Event: In the event that the NZ government or its agencies prevent the operation of the Excursion taking place
due to Covid-19, refunds of fares paid (net of outgoings made from those fares) may be made by GVR upon written
application being received from booked passengers.
Glenbrook Vintage Railway Charitable Trust Board

Phone: 020 GVR Book (487 2665)

38 Alfred St, Onehunga, Auckland

Phone: 0800 472 453

PO Box 454, Waiuku, Auckland 2341
Email: bookings@gvr.org.nz

Website: www.gvr.org.nz

